Fourteen year experience with the omnicarbon prosthetic heart valve.
The Omnicarbon prosthetic valve was implanted in 168 patients (mean age, 53 years); 84 had aortic valve replacement (AVR), 57 had mitral valve replacement (MVR), and 27 had both aortic and mitral valve replacement (DVR). The mean follow-up period was 6.8 years, with a maximum of 13.7 years. Three patients (1.8%) were lost to follow-up. There were 4 (2.4%) early deaths and 26 late deaths. Survival at 10 years was 76% in the AVR and MVR groups, and 85% in the DVR group. Freedom from thromboembolism at 10 years was 94% in the AVR group, 80% in the MVR group, and 92% in the DVR group. Freedom from hemorrhagic complications at 10 years was 86% in the AVR group and 92% in the MVR group. At 10 years, 97% in the AVR group and 96% in the MVR group were free from endocarditis. One patient in the DVR group suffered a paravalvular leak. At 10 years, 97% in the AVR group and 95% in the MVR group had not needed reoperation. Elevation of the postoperative serum lactate dehydrogenase levels were acceptable in the three groups. In conclusion, the Omnicarbon prosthetic valve has shown excellent long-term clinical results.